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Despite that the school closed down for four weeks, duty called for the staff members on east 

campus. 

 

Even the custodians came into each building throughout winter break to clean the rooms. 

 

Resident Hall Director Abby Gibson-Howe, who overlooks Herrig and Celani, said about 130-

140 people stayed in Saxe/Herrig/Celani for most of break. Among them were athletes, 

international students, and domestic students who had work or just wanted to remain in the 

dorms. 

 

Gibson-Howe said the resident assistants and multi-cultural advisers took turns living on campus 

throughout the break. They made rounds in the buildings like they do during the semester, and 

made sure all doors were locked at night. 

 

Grass Lake desk associate Katie Artiz said she got the worst part since she worked 36 hours 

during the week of Christmas. 

 

“I didn’t mind that I had to work, but I had to leave my family to come up here,” Artiz said.  

 

Compared to last year, more internationals left the east campus and not as many came by the 

front desk. Artiz said the previous winter break, she and her colleagues got along well with a 

student from France who would hang around the desk often. 

 

“With there being less people, you get to know the students better and then you can bond over 

the fact that you got to be here over Christmas break when nobody’s here,” Artiz said. 

 

Herrig RA Ryan Sparkes, who stayed for two nonconsecutive weeks, said aside from the 

different atmosphere on campus, it was easy to drive around town. He said he could get used to 

not having any traffic on Mission Street and he enjoyed his time in Mount Pleasant.  

 

But he missed his mom’s cooking. 

 

“Part of what makes living in the residence halls so rewarding is living in a community with 

many different people,” Sparkes said, “so I was glad when break was over and residents 

returned.” 


