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Excitement was in the air before retired four-star general and former Secretary of State Colin 

Powell entered the stage. 

 

People were having different expectations for the speech at Thursday evening as nearly 5,000 

filed into Central Michigan University Events Center. 

 

Powell, 75, a war hero and major participant during four presidential administrations, had been 

invited by CMU as a keynote speaker during the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration week. 

 

His address to the university and community cost $125,000 and was funded by the Philip A. Hart 

and William G. Milliken Endowed Speaker Series for Integrity in Politics. 

 

Higgins Lake resident Sam Boodoian, Jr. said he saw this as an opportunity to finally meet a 

four-star general. 

 

“Even while I was in the force, I never met one,” said Boodoian, who joined the military in 1964 

and was part of the National Guard for six years. 

 

Boodoian said he expected Powell to comment on the troops over in the warzone and show 

support for them. 

 

“As it comes to the public, it’s important that people understand soldiers need their country to 

back them up, because when they leave, they fight more than for themselves, but others also,” 

Boodian added. 

 

Grand Haven junior Kelsie King said, “I would like it if he (Powell) said something about our 

problems just to hear his point of view and what we should do about it.” 

 

Once soldiers began marching the American flag to the podium, the crowd suddenly became 

silent and stood up in respect. 

 

When Powell at last appeared in the McGuirk Arena, the tension broke and he was welcomed 

with a standing ovation.  

 

Powell served as national security adviser during the Reagan administration and in 2001, was the 

first African American to become secretary of state. 

 

Since his resignation in 2005, Powell has been volunteering his time to the youth organization 

America’s Promise Alliance. 

 



Powell opened his speech with discussing the U.S. Constitution and its powerful influence over 

the course of history as the government has had to adjust to the diversity of people. 

 

Even though the document said “all men are equal,” Powell said, it was not yet reality when 

George Washington signed it. 

 

After mentioning Martin Luther King, Abraham Lincoln and Gerald “Jerry” Ford, Powell 

expressed the necessity for people to talk and listen to each other in order to reach a stable 

consensus.  

 

He continued to talk about his transformation process after he left office and said he is perhaps 

even busier traveling nowadays than he used to be. 

 

Powell added that he enjoys it more, too, because it exposes him to places and to the real side of 

America he didn’t see while he was Secretary of State, and he admires the level of optimism and 

confidence that still remains within the people. 

 

“I wish I could take everything I saw in the American people in a bottle and pour it over the 

politicians’ heads,” said Powell. “There is no Superman, only super people.” 

 

He said that he thinks both political parties ought to stop arguing and reach a compromise in 

order to move the nation forward. 

 

The retired general also shared personal stories about his daily life where he has been introduced 

to the quirks of technology and been pulled over while driving his Corvette by officers who 

would salute him before writing him a ticket. 

 

Powell joked how he missed his old private plane since he now has to go through customs like 

everyone else. 

 

“I want to get mad (when they search me), but I can’t. I helped put this system in place,” he said 

and the audience laughed. 

 

During his time in Washington, D.C., Powell said he would be kind and encouraging to the staff, 

even to the man cleaning his office every day, because he believed – and still believes – that 

everyone plays a role that contributes to the workings in America. 

 

“The essence of leadership is trust,” he said. “The people follow your orders, because they trust 

you.”  

 

Powell said he fully supports President Barack Obama in drawing soldiers out of Afghanistan as 

quickly as possible. 

 

“These kids have done so much,” he added. “We should be so proud of them.” 

 



At the end of the speech, Boodoian said, “It was more than we anticipated. We saw another side 

of Colin Powell than we’d see on CNN. He spoke with true agility and credibility.” 

 

Traverse City freshman and ROTC cadet Christopher Dopp said he felt Powell’s words related to 

him since Powell was a cadet himself before becoming secretary of state. 

 

His message, “It isn’t where you started, it’s where you end up,” was one of many lessons 

Powell has carried with him from his humble background and throughout his military and 

political career. 

 

“It showed me that with hard work and dedication I can go that far, too,” Dopp said. 


