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The rise of incoming freshmen made Community Patrol Officer Laura Martinez think 

that there would be an increase in crime, but incidents have surprisingly not staggered the way 

she expected.  

 When 3,700 new students arrived on campus, a 25% increase of freshmen compared to 

last year, she had good reasons to believe so. 

 “If you for example have a population of 100 people, there’s going to be low crime rate. 

When there are a thousand more people coming in, crime is naturally going to rise,” Martinez 

said. “We can go from dealing with two incidents per day to six.” 

 The festivities during Welcome Week brought bad omens to the campus as well. When 

news outlets reported earlier in August that people on Main Street threw beer bottles at police 

officers, there seemed to be a general concern for campus security. 

 However, Lieutenant Cameron Wassman said the amount of incidents Central Michigan 

University Police Department has dealt with is “right on course.” Between August 25 and 

October 27, they had 149 incident reports in total and this semester they’ve had 154, which he 

said isn’t a concern. The issues they usually handle – underage drinking, loud partying, 

marijuana usage and so forth – haven’t risen in numbers. 

During the football game against Ohio University, Wassman said there were in fact fewer 

incidents than compared to last Homecoming game; they had 27 reported incidents instead of 32. 

They responded to seven disorderly conduct incidents and reported nine minor in possession 

citations.  

Wassman said they had 11 incidents where they required medical assistance. Two were 

sent to the hospital for alcohol poisoning while the others were evaluated by medics and cleared. 

 Martinez holds teaching programs about the effects of alcohol and drugs on campus for 

the students, along with Community Patrol Officer Timothy Prout. She said she hopes those 

programs stick, or that students – especially freshmen – in the least consider the warnings they 

receive, but being safe also comes down to them. 

 Martinez said, “I can give you the tools, but you can choose not to use them.”  

  

 

  


