
WRITING FOR MASS MEDIA  April 11, 2013 

News and Information                                                                     PRESS RELEASE 
                              Contact: Anna Palm 

                                                                                                                  Phone: (248) 525 – 2588 

                                                                                                                   Twitter: @authorajpalm 

                                                                                                                         palm2aj@cmich.edu 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

“Saginaw Rising” – A documentary on crime and possible solutions 
 

Husband-and-wife team send message about violence, which they consider a public health threat 

 
The FBI has rated Saginaw to be the third most violent city in the country, which has spurred members of 

the community into action to stop what the advocates calls an epidemic. 

 

In October of 2011, psychologists Dr. Stephanie Baiyasi and Dr. Zigmond “Ziggy” Kozicki began meeting 

with individuals in Saginaw to document people’s views on the ongoing crime. 

 

They also talked with experts in psychology and criminology as well as law enforcement officers, political 

leaders and teachers in order to create an understanding as to why there is a lot of criminal activity. 

 

They finished filming in December and gathered 80 hours of footage, which they broke into two hours of a 

documentary they call “Saginaw Rising.” 

 

Baiyasi said their goal with the film is to raise public awareness on the basic social issues in the community 

that may eventually lead people to a life of crime. 

 

The couple is intending to engage communities to take action and break the cycle of violence. 

 

Baiyasi and Kozicki will have a showing of the documentary at 7 p.m. on April 24 in the Historical Bay 

City State Theater. 

 

Christopher Packard, leader of the Christian Youth Fellowship Association, a youth baseball organization, 

said that the problem begins with the children. He said it’s important that they get the parents on board to 

raise these boys and girls positively, and teach them that using violence won’t help them. 

 

According to Dr. Gary Slutkin, crime is a social virus that spreads throughout society. When an 

environment reaches instability and there is a breakdown of values, the community reaches an anomie in 

which people are caught in repetitive and damaging behavior. 

 

“We want to break out of the mold,” Baiyasi said. “While our focus is in Saginaw, we want to send the 

message out there that crime doesn’t end in Saginaw. The violence travels to surrounding communities.” 

 

The documentary is available on DVD for $25 by emailing Baiyasi at stephaniebaiyasi@yahoo.com. 

Proceeds from the DVD sales will benefit the women shelters in Saginaw, Bay City and Midland. So far 

they have raised $3,500. 

 

To learn more about “Saginaw Rising,” visit the Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/SaginawRising 
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