
to notify OCRIE about the event and to let the 
survivor know that they’re going to do so. The 
only offices exempt from the role of being 
“mandated Title IX reporters” to OCRIE are the 
counseling center, health services, clergy and 
Sexual Aggression Peer Advocates (SAPA), be-
cause they are confidentiality resources. 

 In turn, Lasher and the rest of OCRIE have 
the obligation to investigate on the matter. They 
will contact the survivor and lay out the options 
for them, the primary one being filing a police 
report. However, no university department has 
the right to decide for the victim to file a police 
report. Instead they let him or her know about 
SASAPA, the Office of Student Conduct, Resi-
dence Life, the counseling center and university 
health services where they can receive emo-
tional, physical and mental support.

 “They (OCRIE) want to get involved, they 
want to investigate, but it will be done on the 
wishes of the survivor, who may or may not 
want to talk about it, who may or may not want 
to report it,” Voisin said. “That is really his or 
her choice as to what they want to do. The uni-
versity doesn’t take that choice away from 
them.”them.”

 If the survivor to chooses to pursue the case 
through the university court the burden of proof 
will be dramatically different. Voisin said that if 
the evidence tips more to the 51% in the plain-
tiff’s favor, it indicates that the student accused 
of wrongdoing will be found in violation. Their 
civil process is much faster than a criminal 
court case would be since the sanctions are less court case would be since the sanctions are less 
severe and the burden of proof set on a lower 
bar.

 “In a college or university setting, the deter-
mining factor is whether or not the violation is 

more likely than not,” he added. “It doesn’t 
take much evidence to determine whether 
someone is in violation. That’s called prepon-
derance of the evidence.”

 Voisin stated that the policy might be com-
pleted over winter break.

 The Rules Already in Place

 “The police are not obligated to proceed 
with an investigation,” Wassman stated, “if the 
survivor says, ‘Hey, I want to tell you all about 
this, but I don’t want criminal prosecution. I 
don’t want you to talk to the suspect. I don’t 
want you to do any of these things.’ We will re-
spect their wishes and we won’t pursue any 
kind of criminal investigation.”kind of criminal investigation.”

 He said even though he hopes that survivors 
get the help they need from offices like SAPA, 
he wishes they would involve the police, be-
cause the perpetrator should be held responsi-
ble. 

 Park Library where an attampted sexual 
assault took place on Aug. 1, 2010 at 2:30 p.m.
(Photo taken Dec. 9, 2014/Anna Palm.)


