
 SAPA graduate assistant Megan Varner said their 
office in Foust 150 has no set visiting hours. They 
run their operation for 32 weeks a year while the 
semester is session. When the residence halls shut 
down, they close as well, because the crisis lines 
and on-line advocacy are handled by volunteers.

  Thompson said that he would like the SAPA to 
have an office in the Bovee University Center in-
stead in Foust Hall at the outskirts of campus. 

 “SAPA needs to be more visible since there are 
still people who don’t know that we have confi-
dential advocacy 24/7. Visibly would mean an 
office where students could drop in easily,” he 
added.

 Varner stated that since SAPA deals with sexual 
aggression, the issues they handle—harassment, 
stalking and domestic violence—fall under a large 
umbrella and the services they provide depends on 
what the person contacting them wants. On aver-
age, they handle from 250 to 300 people per year.

 “Some people call in, because they just need 
someone on the other end to listen to them and to 
support them,” Varner said.

 She added that they do everything from connecting 
people through resources on campus such as the 
OCREI and the counseling center, to accompanying 
them to these appointments or to the hospital, and 
help them file a police report.

  “Sometimes when a person is in trauma,” Varner 
said, “they have a really hard time retaining informa-
tion, because there’s so much coming at you, so it can 
be helpful to have an advocate there to collect the 
papers you might need, write down stuff for you and 
just gather information so that you have that when 
you leave.”

 She stated that she finds it impressive that everyone 
in CMU is trying to stay on the same page and take 
care of sexual assault survivors.

 “Every office has really come together and made a 
good showing of making sure we’re doing what’s 
right by the students that are utilizing these services 
and that are coming forward,” she said.
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 Warriner Hall where someone attempted to 
sexually assault another person Dec. 13, 2011 at 
 7:40 p.m. (Photo taken Dec. 9, 2014/Anna Palm.)

Merrill Hall where someone was sexually assaulted 
at 3:28 p.m. on April 13, 2013. (Photo taken Dec. 9, 
2014/Anna Palm.)


